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SArong

It seermed like onby yesterday that the
umor mill on e 15KaNa Was In Cverame
about a new restaurant in Semimyoak
promising a hawker mix of Asian
culsines. Sarong has now landed, but is
it actually worth a visif?
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At last! Minimalism is on its way out, maybe even
dead. Howoray! Good-bye minimalism, hells sensualism,
screams Sarong (N Petitenget [9X, Seminyak, I: 0361
TI7 EOW) Ralis mewesl |||l-:':!'_r-.'-|l'|"= restaurant whene
post-minimalism roars into eclecticism and revels in
foariance

LIpen only stnce 'l.'r=| il AT i% quite ditferent
fram any other restaurant on the lskand, and one thai
{even at such an early stage of its operation] is destined
1o be up there with Balis best. 1t {.-.-Il"-'l.' e yel v isifed this
newcamer, prepare yoursell for a surprise., Approaching
the antique Javanese doorway for the first time, 1 certainy
had ne idea of what to expect on the other side and
uttencd o few wows
in -u!.l.'ll!.',,ll‘li.'l.l
amarement al
1||I.' "aI'II."'l':I »AC ||.||1!
the  imdubitable
sexiness of the
rich, sumpluous
interion

Orozing with
visual texture
and lush fabrics,
SURGNE COMPrises
apen
pavilions, the first

ol Wiy

of which houses a
lounge with salas
armchairs, lamps
and artwork
in a setting so comiortable and cosy that yvou could
mistakenly believe you have walked into someones
private home. Adjacent to the lounge is a large bar, a
huge wall mirror, an oramental pool, a bubbling urn,
and a private, air-conditioned dining room for ten, There
is also a crosshar, presenting a cool spot to hang while
|.‘|r|:|t|'.z|1!.'. vanilla vodka and mint tea cocktails as VML
indulge in the mysteries of the tapas menu

The main dining area is located within the second
pavilion. Here, organza drapes in shades of old gold fall
in fodds from the high roof, random Chippendale meets
quirky millennium, and tables spill out into a candleli
garden

The menu features the great cuisines of Southeast
Asia with dishes (and chefs) from China, Thailand,
India. Readers remember  the

Malavsia anc may

srl'.-|:|p]1r:.'h'-.|'l1|=' maverick enlrepreneu chef, Will

Mevrick, of Husk and Blossom fame, Well, he's back,
and his “Thai-cooking-with-a-twist’ is as bumpin’
i"lll:'\lLI A5 1 SVET WiE,

oo be fair, this review of Sarong took place during
its soft-opening phase, a low-profile period allocated
to testing systems and gauging customer fecdback
sarong wasn't ready lor a food critic and 1 sneaked in
unannounced and InCOgmita, | wax aware that there
were still a number of small things that needed to be
ironed out, but 1 couldn’t faukt the foosd. ..

Will's fresh, crunchy, |::|11'-\.'. Betel leal Fr.1l'+.'|.'|~\. il
raw mina, shallors, chills, |r_'r||1'||1j_'hr.|.'-.:~ and basil made
a traly lip smackin' starter, while my date, a Thai
foed enthusiast, maintained that the Pad Thai tessed
with tofu. the Chinese Broccoli known as gailan,
pickled radish and garlic chive flowers was the best sheld
ever tasted. The Dim Sum selection cannot be faulted
cither, nor can the classic Indonesian Martabak gZiven
an invigorating facelift by the talented kitchen crew
of Sarong. | selected the zafferani paneer tikka grilled
cottage cheese, served kebab-style with North Indian
chutney. Its smoky flavour and firm texture heralded
perfection, it was divine. We finished up with duck egg
-I-Ill:.i BIEET custard with EI-.1[||'| SLgar |..l|:.||:|'.u|. I!|!|4.' .n,".13.
tastes near-as-clamnit hatched in our mouths and flew
ol our LoHigLes,

{.l"'l“b" (V1] Ii'fui\'_l.ill |I.[!.I.| nner "hh'i"l.l]l.l h‘l o 'll'rl"ull:'ll.hl'lil.l
experience in which every one of the five senses 5
alerted, tantalized, indulged and gratifed. If this was the
mission and philosophy of the owners in their creation
of Sarong, then they have already succeeded
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